
CSBG Advisory Council 

Minutes of Meeting 

October 15, 2018 

 

Members Present: Larry Bloemker, Bessie Palmer-Harris Dionne Jackson, Crystal Jennings, 

Carole Meyer,  Raymond Otero, Jennifer Roth, Stephanie Terry, Margarette Trushel and Maura 

Wuellner.     

 

Members Absent: Debby Edelman, Chris Guy, Chad Rollins and Alan Winslow. 

  

Staff Present: Joe Bolt, Amy Lyerla and Kerry Cornine.   

  

Chairman Larry Bloemker called the meeting to order and Amy Lyerla made roll call. Our new 

Advisory Council member is Ms. Carole Meyer, Chouteau Township Clerk.  With the 

introduction of our new board member, board members went around the room and introduced 

themselves and who they represent.  Mr. Bloemker asked members to review the minutes from 

the previous meeting (pages 2-3) of August 20, 2018.   Mr. Otero made motioned to approve the 

minutes with a second from Ms. Roth.  The motion was approved and placed on file at MCCD.   

 

No public comments were made. 

 

Mr. Bolt reported on the demographic characteristics of people served report (page 4-5).  Mr. 

Bolt gave a brief report on the activities for the 2018 program year (page 6).  Several programs 

have already exceeded their goal – vocational training, summer camp, adult education programs, 

scholarships, home repairs, air conditioners and housing first.  Several work programs continue 

to struggles to find qualifying applicants such as the Car repair program.  Ms. Terry informed the 

council that her agency used to operate a car repair program and it was very hard to obtain 

qualified recipients to enroll in the program.  Staff will reevaluate the continuation of this 

program.  Health services for eye glasses has not been very successful, staff is reevaluating 

agency participation and vision facilities to improve service such as contacting local Lions Club, 

St. Vincent DePaul organizations.  Ms. Jackson informed that her agency provides assistance to 

clients with a disability who are willing to work.  Ms. Jackson will send Ms. Lyerla agency 

information to pass along to council members.  A few work programs are behind in numbers 

served however with the final quarter will increase those numbers and services provided such as 

youth, dental services, food pantries, senior meals, family self-sufficiency and referrals.   A 

discussion arose around what services are being provided from agencies, CSBG staff will 

provide documentation for all services and agencies providing CSBG services at the next 

meeting.     

 

Mr. Bolt reported on the financial statement (page 7) indicating the budget spent up for program 

year 2018 as of October 4, 2018, MCCD has spent $358,507.89 (51%) of the 2018 allocation of 

$699,196.00.  The individual program categories spent for Program Support is at $144,342.07 

(60%) expended, Direct Client assistance is at $143,524.56 (45%) expended, Administration at 

$22,118.80 (40%) expended, and Category D is at $48,522.46 (59%) expended.       

 



Mr. Bolt informed advisory council that after the last board meeting, CSBG staff sent the revised 

bylaws to our attorney for review and he made a few suggestions, highlighted in yellow (pages 

8-13).  After a brief discussion on the bylaws, Mr. Otero made a motion to approve the bylaws as 

amended with a second from Ms. Jackson.  The motion was approved and placed on file at 

MCCD.  Discussion arose around the Open Meetings Act.  Both Chairman Bloemker and Ms. 

Roth have been certified in OMA.  CSBG staff will review to make sure we are in compliance. 

 

Chairman Bloemker informed Advisory Council that Ameren approached him to make village 

hall more energy efficient and save money on utility bill.  Chairman Bloemker will send Ms. 

Lyerla information from Ameren and she can pass information along.   

 

Ms. Trushel announced that the Phoenix Crisis Center has closed its door however Oasis 

Women’s Center is open and available to provide services for victims of domestic violence 

throughout the county.     

  

There being no further business Ms. Trushel made a motion to adjourn, second by Mr. Otero.  

The CSBG Advisory Council meeting was adjourned.  The next CSBG Advisory Council 

meeting will be on Monday, December 17, 2018.   

 

 

   


